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Why caribou?

Iʾndicator 

ʾUmbrella 



People and the deer

W.R`. Darby



Space
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A key to understanding and conservation 
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Dependence on old forests



Caribou and space

ʾStar Lake hydroelectric development 

ʾCaribou occupancy near the project

ʽBefore and after construction

An example from Newfoundland

www.enel.it



Effective loss of habitat
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òSlowó lifestyle

òA fine balance between gains and losses in caribou populationsó
Bergerud (1974)

- Reproductive rate is inherently low

- Adult survival must be high for 

population persistence

W. Duffett



How many woodland caribou?



A question of  survival and reproduction

Year Recruitment Survival Population 
(calves: 100 ˎ ) of adult ˎ growth

___________________________________________________

1999-2000 24 0.80 -10.4%

2000-2001 23 0.80 -10.8%
___________________________________________________

W. Duffett



Caribou in trouble
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Negative population growth



Range recession in eastern North America

Early 

1980s

Historic

Gaspésie population

(endangered)

Vermont: 1840

New Hampshire: 1881

Maine: 1910

Nova Scotia: 1912

New Brunswick: 1927

PEI: 1873

Cape Breton: 1925

òCaribouó

place names

Caribou lost


